CHAPTER  I
ENGLAND
HISTORY  OF THE  RECRUITING OF THE  INDIAN
CIVIL   SERVICE
The East India Company
WHILE the East India Company was still in the
main a body of merchant adventurers, its servants
were appointed like those of other trading compa-
nies. The same practice was followed after it
became the arbiter over vast territories, and its politi-
cal importance overshadowed its commerce, and even
after it began, in 1772, to assume the direct collec-
tion of the revenue and the administration of civil
justice in Bengal, Behar, and Orissa. Its agents,
although really public officials ruling over great mul-
titudes of subjects, were still known by the commer-
cial titles of Writers, Factors, and Junior and Senior
Merchants, and they were still selected by the gov-
erning body of the Company.
/ A candidate for a writership was first nominated
by one of the Directors; the Chairman, Dep-
uty Chairman, and Members of the Committee of
Correspondence having the privilege of nominating
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